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A Word from the
Publications Committee
Since the outbreak of the coronavirus, we’ve all faced new
challenges — whether it’s virtual classrooms, job loss, fear for our
loved ones, or anxiety about the future. Words like “social
distancing,” “Zoom,” and “wfh” have become a part of our daily
vocabulary.
During this difficult season, we know our writing can carry us
through. It continues to give us hope and help us process the
changing world around us. That’s why we are more dedicated
than ever to our mission: Educate, Write and Collaborate.
We are continuing our sessions and events virtually, but we
are hopeful that we will all be together again soon.
In the meantime, we asked our members to share their thoughts
on this new reality. Here are some of their reflections.

Reflections on a World in Crisis
"Today, I choose hope. As I have been reflecting during
this unprecedented time of self-isolation, the question that
keeps arising for me is, 'What am I to be learning from
this?' I believe this time of uncertainty has a purpose in my
life. I look forward to the idea of a new and challenging
opportunity, or the continuation of what I am currently
doing with a new purpose. This allows me to be hopeful
rather than to be fearful.”
-Carol S.

“No Man is an island: More Conventional Wisdom bites the dust.
Relying on the WWW isolates us more than ever. We are social
animals. We crave physical contact. We have the illusion we are
connect on the web. It's temporary and tenuous. In 1966, Andy Warhol
remarked, 'In the future everyone will be famous for fifteen minutes.'
Little did he realize through Facebook/Instagram/WhatsApp, we could
be famous for fifteen seconds every single day.”
-John MaGuirk
“Italy, New York: wolf-like howling spirits cannot quiet. The echoes
a low anxious hum that murmurs louder. Reach but cannot touch.
See but cannot kiss. The dream is release.”
-Frank Schieber
“Coronavirus has taught me to appreciate the importance of human
interaction and I have learned to become a more effective
communicator.”
-Anonymous
""Ask and it is given. this moment is giving me so many answers to the
question i have been asking. 'what are my questions?' why?'"
-KS
"During this unprecedented time, many people are suggesting that
we use our quarantined time wisely. Clean out our closets, read the
classics, learn a language, provide amazing learning experiences for
the children in our home, etc. What people are forgetting is the
importance of using time to do nothing! Resist the pressure to
'accomplish' something! Wherever possible, just sit and be. We
simply don't do that enough in our lives."
-Michael Salpeter
"A time to review and renew. Review priorities and life goals. Reflect
on what’s important to keep and what to let go. A time to renew
connections with friends and family. Most importantly, a time to
connect with oneself. To rediscover and enjoy the lost pleasures of a
simple life!”
-SB

The Great Cover-up

"A new shelter-in-place life because of Covid19 presented the necessity of transforming my public face
to one donning a mask. I was hoping for a quick virus cure in time for an impromptu coming-out party
eliminating the need for one.
Much to my chagrin, the CDC recommended all people wear one until further notice. Fortunately, my
DIY husband had a couple of masks lurking in the basement for dusty project protection. What a relief
to know mask-making would not be on my itinerary for the staycation and interfering with my many
other plans. That is, until my daughter, who was abruptly hit by the economic impact of Covid19, lost
her job, called requesting on behalf or herself and her boyfriend, ‘Hey Mom, would you make Jon and
me a mask?’
Being a dutiful mom as well as an on demand, hit or miss seamstress, I capitulated, but meanwhile
thought that since she is an avid quilt maker, she was capable of doing it herself. But then, she is my
daughter and I love her. I worried about the ‘what ifs,’ like insufficient protection that might result in
one of them afflicted with the virus. I knew I had to do the best possible job and make an effective
Mom-approved mask.
Without hesitation, I watched how-to videos on YouTube, finding confusing and inconsistent
information. I watched the pros and cons for a couple of days, and at last chose a sure fire, achievable
pattern and printed the instructions. Next step, I started picking just the right fabric. Using the
Goldilocks principle, I pulled out my boxes of assorted cloth and began rummaging through the piles.
While hunting, I spotted colorful and whimsical choices like camo and the American flag motif, but Jon
wanted black. Nothing could be more difficult to sew than all black. And not just any black, it had to be
just the right texture, feeling something soft against the face. The most frequently recommended fabric
on the videos was cotton, which can be very thin and did not meet Mom-protective quality control so
as to keep out the invisible, havoc causing ‘floaties.’
But with the perfect black cotton fabric in hand, I was nearly ready, well almost. Except then came
reorganizing my sewing room where my very young grandchildren had been living for the last four
months. During their time in residence, the top of the sewing machine table had become a changing
table. Sewing supplies hidden for safety resurfaced after my playing a serious game of hide and seek and
replacing the contents in their drawers. Setting the room in order took another day. Finally, all was in
place. Armed with everything I needed, I was ready to carefully follow the instructions and began. For
all that, a fourth of the way into the first mask completed, I paused, smiled and thought, ‘Sure wish I’d
told her to make the masks herself.’ I continued to follow the directions to the letter, and I was feeling
pretty good about my progress when my cell phone dinged; I looked down at the message from my
daughter. “I made the mask by hand. My sewing machine is a fright.” I opened the image and saw a
picture of Jon clad in a very nicely made yellow mask."
-Ruth Lebovitz

"I would like to thank our medical workers and first responders who are risking
their lives to stay in the line of duty. True heroes. I hope they will be recognized once
this is over with perks or raises and bonuses to let them know how grateful we all are that
they stepped in to do what's necessary to help others. I want to note that as everyone
around me, I cannot see my family and friends in person. However, now we call each other
more often and we use video chat feature so we can actually see one another. We talk
longer, we use the video feature to show one another what we are working on, gardening
or painting or maybe some exotic dish that someone cooked. We take our time and don't
rush to end the conversation too soon. I use this time as an opportunity to reflect and be
grateful."
-Mira M.

The Carnegie
Writers' Group
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The Carnegie Writers’ Group gives new
and experienced writers a space to practice
power writing, share their work, provide
feedback, and get outside of their comfort
zone. This is our chance to grow together as
writers — and as a community.
Check out our sessions on the next page!
For more info, follow us on Facebook.

CWG Atlanta
Our Atlanta group meets every 1st and
3rd Saturday of the month from 3 to 5
p.m.
Upcoming workshops:
June 20
July 18
August 1
August 15
September 5

CWG Nashville
Our Nashville group meets every
2nd and 4th Saturday of the
month at 3 p.m.

CWG Madison
Get involved in our newest
Carnegie Writers’ Group!
Upcoming workshops:
June 28
July 26
August 23

Upcoming workshops:
June 13
July 11
July 25
August 8
August 22

Register for a virtual CWG session here.

Professional Reading Event
Join CW for our first-ever virtual
Professional Reading Event on June 27
from 4 to 6 p.m. ET.
This engaging event features CW
participants and community members
reading a variety of literary genres. This is
your chance to read your work in front of
an audience — and we can’t wait to support
you!

To participate, please register here.
Come join us and bring your friends and family!

2019 PRE in Alpharetta, GA

2019 PRE in Nashville, TN

Adult Author Workshop
Our Adult Author Workshop is the perfect workshop for those who
love to write or want to learn more about writing.
Every Monday for six weeks (June 29–August 3), we’ll discover new
writing techniques and boost our wordsmithing skills. These virtual
sessions will be hosted via Zoom.
Don’t miss out! Register here today.

Get to know our Writing Facilitator,
Lindsey Hays
Lindsey Hays has worked in education for over ten years in
various teaching and leadership capacities. She is currently the
Special Programs Supervisor at Tennessee Virtual Academy and
the University Supervisor at Walden University. She supervises
teams of teachers in various departments, as well as student
teachers who are participating in the education program at
Walden. Lindsey has a Master of Science degree in Elementary
Education, an administrative license, an ESL certification, and a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish.
Lindsey is also a fluent Spanish speaker who has taught at a
Spanish-immersion school in the Dominican Republic and a
virtual school. She has experience writing articles for an
educational website and writing curriculum at various schools.
Lindsey lives in Nashville with her husband and four daughters.
She enjoys reading, writing, and spending time with her family.
She feels blessed to be a part of the wonderful things happening at
Carnegie Writers.

Literacy Achievement Program
This July, CW will be piloting its
newest program,
The Carnegie Kids Club (CKB).
This is a community-based program
designed to assist children with
improvement in literacy skills for
reading, writing, and creativity.

Say hello to our Literacy Facilitator,
Morgan Veysey
Morgan Veysey is studying at Belmont
University, pursuing a degree with a major in
English and a double minor in History and
Philosophy.
She recently moved to Tennessee for her senior
year and plans to get an MFA in Creative Writing
after she graduates. She is thrilled and beyond
thankful to be working with Carnegie Writers
and leading the Carnegie Kids Club.

2020 CW Conference Series:
Strategies and Tactics for
Multidisciplinary Writing
Early Bird Registration: July 5–Sept. 5
Regular Registration: Sept. 6–Nov. 14
To learn more, visit us online.

Introducing our Keynote Speaker,
Christopher Smith

Christopher Smith is a lecturer for the Writing & Linguistics
department at Georgia Southern University's Statesboro campus. He
has a broad range of interests, which have been reflected in the courses
he's taught, including Zines and Zine Culture, Samurai Jack and film
genre, and all manner of technical writing courses.
At GSU, Chris is a co-director of fledge: a journal of exceptional firstyear writing and the First-Year Writing Awards. He is also the Editorin-Chief of Quarter Press, which publishes illustrated zines and
booklength projects with fantastical elements. One day, he hopes to
teach a course on writing for video games and / or how to write /
design small business' social media.
His fiction has appeared in Pindeldyboz, Pear Noir!, and most recently
in Psyched Zine. When not teaching or writing, he enjoys designing
tarot cards and enamel pins, walking through cemeteries with his wife
and children, and eating at the wide variety of restaurants that
Savannah, GA has to offer.

Want to learn more about
Carnegie Writers?
Visit www.CarnegieWriters.org
or find us on Facebook!

